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“Those not present are always wrong.” – Philippe Néricault Destouches
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By Maia Zewert
Family, friends, and community 

members filled the Medomak 
Valley High School gym to watch 
133 high school seniors graduate 
Wednesday, June 12.

Maddy White, president of the 
senior class, welcomed attendees 
and offered insight into what 
made the class unique. Deemed 
“the try-hards,” the seniors won 
seven consecutive spirit weeks and 
winter carnivals during their time 
at Medomak Valley.

However, it was not winning 
competitions that made the 
graduating class “try-hards,” 
White said. It was the students’ 
involvement in activities, including 
athletics, theater, and the arts, that 
made the nickname fit.

Medomak Valley High School senior Elias Miller motions for the school’s
faculty and staff to take their seats at graduation, Wednesday, June 12.
(Maia Zewert photo)

MVHS graduates
133 ‘strong, capable,

compassionate’ students
“Throughout these activities, 

we have learned to be motivated, 
generous, accepting, and kind,” 
White said. “We are try-hards, 
not because we can win a few 
competitions, but because we put 
ourselves out there and always 
strive to do the best, not only for 
ourselves, but for others as well.”

Following remarks from 
salutatorian Claire Bourett and 
valedictorian Mackenzie Bickmore, 
Elias Miller and Amos Hinkley 
introduced the evening’s speaker, 
math teacher William Hinkley. 

Representing the fictional 
Medomak Valley Investment Corp., 
Hinkley offered the friends and

See MVHS GRADS page 14B

By Candy Congdon
On Tuesday, June 11, the talent 

show at Bristol Consolidated School 
had a surprise ending. Principal 
Jennifer Ribeiro presided over a 
well-planned celebration of one of 
the school personnel who will be 
retiring at the close of this school 
year, Bob Onorato. Onorato has 
served the school as head custodian 
for 33 years.

With members of the community 
present for the talent show, it was 
a perfect time to give Onorato 
a special send-off.  Members of 
the school staff took to the stage 
and serenaded Onorato with a 
fun song honoring his role at the 
school. Bristol School Committee 
Chair Dave Kolodin, along with 
school committee member Darin 
Carlucci, presented Onorato with 
a gift. Kolodin gave Onorato a 
second gift, a bouquet of roses for 
Onorato’s wife.  Onorato took them 
to her in the audience.

Ribeiro gave an eloquent 
accounting of Onorato’s “sense of 
duty … from the time he chose to 
sleep with the boiler to ensure that 
the boiler would stay warm in the 

Bob Onorato retires from Bristol Consolidated School after 33 years
there. Coaching baseball was one of the highlights of his many years at
the school. It was a special thrill when the team, which is now coached
by Bob’s son, Isaiah, won the championship last year. (Candy Congdon
photo)

By Evan Houk
Newcastle voters approved a 

$2 million line of credit for a full 
rebuild of Academy Hill Road 
during annual town meeting in the 
Lincoln Academy Alumni Dining 
Commons on Monday, June 17.

Roughly 70 voters approved all 
25 articles with some discussion, 
including several articles that make 
up the 2019-2020 municipal budget. 
The budget totals $2,047,289.60, up 
$578,317.31 or 39.4% over the 2018-
2019 fiscal year.

At last year’s town meeting, 
voters approved a $1 million line of 
credit for repairs to Academy Hill 

By Candy Congdon
Bristol Consolidated School is 

losing one of its key personnel this 
year as Sue Shiminski retires from 
her role as administrative assistant 
for the school at the end of the 
current school year. Shiminski has 
completed 22 years of service to the 
school, serving under five different 
principals.

“She keeps things running so that 
the teachers have what they need 
and the parents can communicate 
with us,” said Principal Jennifer 

Sue Shiminski has been at the helm of the office of Bristol Consolidated
School as the administrative assistant for 22 years. (Candy Congdon
photo)

Sue Shiminski retires
from Bristol

Consolidated School
Ribeiro. “Sue is the public voice 
for the school, in some ways more 
than I am because of the number of 
people she talks to every day.”

Ribeiro appreciates that 
Shiminski directs callers, often 
vendors or community members, 
to just the right people at the 
school. Ribeiro noted that when 
the school has community events, 
Shiminski works to make sure they 
have programs for the event. “I 

Bristol Consolidated School honors
Bob Onorato for 33 years of service

dead of winter … He’s a keeper and 
will be sorely missed.

“The other trait that really 
embodies Bob Onorato is his strong 
sense of community,” Ribeiro said. 
“He treats the school like a second 
home, and the people in it are 
like family to him … His love of 
children was visible, at the holidays 

especially.  Many of you have seen 
him don his elf costume to share 
candy canes with the children … 
Bob, we can’t thank you enough 
for all you’ve done for the Bristol 
School.”

The audience was treated to a 

Newcastle voters approve
$2M line of credit for

Academy Hill
Road and North Newcastle Road.

However, as Selectman Ben 
Frey explained at this year’s 
town meeting, the selectmen did 
not borrow the $1 million when 
engineering work indicated a cost 
of around $2 million to completely 
repair just Academy Hill Road.

Frey said Road Commissioner 
Seth Hagar has met with residents 
of Academy Hill Road and given 
them an opportunity to voice all 
their questions and concerns about 
the project.

Frey was asked what the $2

Ron Phillips, of Waldoboro, donates bookcases for the Waldoboro Public
Library’s new secondhand bookshop. (Photo courtesy Cathrina Skov)

Secondhand bookshop
to open in downtown

Waldoboro

By Evan Houk
Damariscotta voters approved 

all 44 articles on the warrant for 
annual town meeting by a wide 
margin, including a 4.2% increase 
in municipal spending and a new 
subdivision ordinance.  

There was minimal public 
discussion during the 1 ½-hour 
town meeting in the Great Salt Bay 
Community School cafeteria on 
Wednesday, June 12.

The 37 voters present approved 
a series of articles comprising 
the total municipal budget of 
$3,087,341.45, an increase of 
$124,469.53 or 4.2%.

Despite this rise in the budget, 
property taxes are only expected 
to increase by $22,069.45 or 1.1%, to 
$1,996,006.45.

Town Manager Matt Lutkus 
started off the meeting with town 
announcements, including the 
appointment of Tax Collector 
Rebecca “Becky” Bartolotta as 
town clerk, replacing Michelle 
Cameron. Bartolotta has been 
serving as interim town clerk for 
the past month.

Lutkus also announced the hiring 
of a new tax collector, Heather 
Dube, to replace Bartolotta. Dube 
currently works as deputy tax 
collector for the city of Bath. She 
will start work at the Damariscotta 
town office July 1.

Nick Bryant was introduced as 
the new service chief of the Central 
Lincoln County Ambulance Service 
as well.

Robin Mayer, chair of the board 
of selectmen, announced the 

Damariscotta Board of Selectmen Chair Robin Mayer presents
Robert “Haas” Tobey with Damariscotta’s Spirit of America Award for
volunteerism at annual town meeting June 12. (Evan Houk photo)

Damariscotta approves
budget, recognizes

volunteerism

See DAMARISCOTTA page 12

By Jessica Clifford
The Waldoboro Public Library 

will open a new secondhand 
bookshop at 25 Friendship St. in 
early July.

The shop will share space with 
Midcoast Conservancy. Volunteers 
will run the shop and all proceeds 
will benefit the library. The hope is 
for the bookshop to open July 1.

“I feel like it’s a very serendipitous 
thing that we just happened to 
come upon this space that needed 
occupancy at the same time we 
needed to be somewhere,” Cathrina 
Skov, director of the Waldoboro 
Public Library, said.

The library previously owned 
The Book Barn, a secondhand 
bookshop with the same purpose as 
the new one, from the summer of 
1996 to May 2014.

The shop was in a barn at 995 
Main St., a space it shared with 
the property owner. The property 
changed hands about six years ago 
and the new owners needed the 
space.

Ever since, the library has been 
looking for a new location for a 
secondhand bookshop. 

“We were looking at different 

See BOOKS page 12

See ONORATO page 12
See SHIMINSKI page 12

See NEWCASTLE page 9

The historic Waldo Theatre on Waldoboro Day, Saturday, June 15. The
nonprofit Waldo Theatre Inc. plans to reopen the theater in fall 2020.
(Evan Houk photo)

The original fish water fountain
in the Waldo Theatre entryway.
(Evan Houk photo)

By Evan Houk
The first phase of a three-phase 

plan to restore and revitalize the 
historic Waldo Theatre is nearly 
complete and volunteers hope to 
reopen the theater by next fall and 
see it become a thriving cultural 
center in the village.

The Waldo Theatre Inc. Board of 
Directors explains some of its goals 
for the reopening on the venue’s 
website.

They plan to have the technological 
capacity to stream live educational 
and entertainment content, create 
a signature youth program, and 
host live performances that will 
include national as well as state 
and regional acts.

Waldo Theatre hopes to
reopen by fall 2020

Board President Janet McMahon 
said the live entertainment will 
include a mixture of concerts, film, 
and theatrical performances.

The theater has a new roof with 
a 35-year warranty that no longer 
leaks and much of the building’s 
interior has been gutted, major 
components of phase one, called 
“Raise the Roof!”

The plan is to restore and 
modernize the building, especially 
in regard to energy efficiency, while 
maintaining the classic art deco 
interior and Greek Revival facade 
designed by renowned architect 
Benjamin Schlanger in 1935.

A guided tour of the theater on 
June 10 with McMahon revealed 

a building interior that has been 
stripped bare and is ready for new 
construction.

“You’re seeing it at pretty much 
rock-bottom, I’d say. When we 
started, everything had to come 
out because it was damaged, but it 
didn’t look that bad. And then we 
took it out and it was like ‘Whoa!’” 
McMahon said, referring to the 
extensive water damage inside the 
building.

McMahon said there were no 
gutters on the building and the roof 
had been leaking for an unknown 
length of time.

“(The roof) was our first priority

See WALDO THEATRE page 11

By Alexander Violo
Nearly 50 Somerville residents 

made their way to Somerville 
School the morning of Saturday, 
June 15 to vote through 27 articles 
on the warrant for their annual 
town meeting. 

Voters approved an amendment 
to one article, rejected two 
amendments, and revisited one 
article, but left it unchanged, as 
they approved a municipal budget 
of $565,275, up $40,393 or 7.7% from 
last year.

At the opening of town meeting, 
First Selectman Chris Johnson 
presented the budget and spoke on 
how much the town could add to the 
budget without triggering the need 
for a vote to exceed the property 
tax levy limit.

According to Johnson, going into 
town meeting, the municipality had 
$28,000 leeway before it exceeded 
the levy limit in state law.

Johnson said the road 
commissioner had requested about 
$129,000 for road construction, 
which would have covered work on 
all of Sand Hill Road and 43% of 
Crummett Mountain Road.

Somerville voters pass all articles,
with some close votes

The budget committee reduced 
the figure by $35,000 to a figure that 
will cover half the work on Sand 
Hill Road and none on Crummett 
Mountain Road, according to 
Johnson.

Johnson said the town is already 
looking at a $2 increase in the tax 
rate per $1,000 of valuation, when 
both the education and municipal 
budgets are factored in.

Johnson told the town meeting 
that if voters decided to raise more 
in taxes at town meeting to get 
more roadwork done, Crummett 
Mountain Road would be the 
highest priority.

Johnson provided voters with a 
breakdown of the cost of fixing a 
percentage of Crummett Mountain 
Road. He said it would not be 
feasible to repair the entire road 
due to cost constraints.

Johnson said capital work on 10% 
of the road would cost $13,785, 20% 
of the road would cost $27,570, 25% 
of the road would cost $34,463, 30% 
of the road would cost $41,355, and 
40% of the road would cost $55,140.  

Though there were no funds 
for capital work on Crummett 

Mountain Road in the budget, Road 
Commissioner Josh Platt said there 
were funds for road maintenance.

However, Platt said that due 
to low levels of surface gravel 
on Crummett Mountain Road, 
maintenance would only go so far 
to alleviate the current issues.

“It won’t improve the surface of 
the road. You can’t maintain what 
is not there,” Platt said. 

Platt said the town would grade 
the road three times a year instead 
of the usual two. 

Article 8, regarding road 
construction, maintenance, and 
repair, initially passed with minimal 
discussion, but voters revisited the 
article near the conclusion of town 
meeting.

Residents voted by a margin 
of 23-18 to revisit the article after 
a motion by Susan Kenny to add 
$35,000 to the article for work on 
Crummett Mountain Road. 

Kenny urged voters to take the 
condition of Crummett Mountain 
Road into consideration, saying 
something needed to be done.

See SOMERVILLE page 11
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“Reality is that which when you stop believing in it, it doesn’t go away.” – Philip K. Dick
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By Alexander Violo
Last year, the Waldoboro Farmers 

Market moved from Cider Hill 
Farm, on Main Street, to the lawn 
of the municipal building on Route 
1. This year, the farmers market is 
open on Saturday mornings for the 
first time, instead of Wednesday 
evenings.

The farmers market opened for 
the season on the sunny, warm 
morning of Saturday, June 22. The 
market will be open from 9 a.m. to 
noon every Saturday through Sept. 
14.

The Waldoboro Farmers Market 
provides residents and visitors with 
access to local produce and other 
farm products, while contributing 
to the community, according to 
President Steve Warren.

Warren said last year’s move to the 
municipal building was prompted 
by a desire to take advantage of the 
high volume of traffic on Route 1 
during the summer. 

“There’s a lot of drive-by traffic 
in this location,” he said. 

Warren, a vendor himself, said the 
more recent change to Saturdays is 
another effort to increase exposure 
for the market and its vendors. 

Warren said last year’s farmers 
market had a better June than 
in previous years before traffic McCabe Coolidge, a potter based in South Thomaston, works at the

Waldoboro Farmers Market on Saturday, June 22. (Alexander Violo
photo)

Waldoboro Farmers Market
moves to Saturday mornings

See FARMERS MARKET page 16B

By Charlotte Boynton
Westport Island voters approved 

the $465,000 first phase of a five-
phase paving program, with 
an amendment to require a 
competitive bid process, at annual 
town meeting, Saturday, June 22.

Fifty-nine voters participated 
in the meeting at the historic 
town hall. It was a meeting 
with residents speaking out on 
issues, a meeting with debate, 
recognition and appreciation 
of volunteers, amendments to 
articles (sometimes more than 
one), refreshments provided by 
the local fire department, humor, 
and, of course, the voters making 
decisions on what they felt best for 
their town. 

Alna resident Chris Cooper 
moderated the meeting, keeping 
order and occasionally inserting 
his own commentary on an issue in 
his usual humorous manner, often 

Westport Island resident Janet Thompson brings concerns about
recycling to the selectmen during annual town meeting at the historic
town hall Saturday, June 22. From left: Thompson, Ross Norton, George
Richardson Jr., and Gerald Bodmer. (Charlotte Boynton photo)

Westport Island voters
approve roadwork plan,

with amendment

bringing laughter to the meeting.
Voters approved two articles 

related to paving and maintenance

See WESTPORT ISLAND page 8A
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A 19-year-old U.S. Navy Seaman
Apprentice Donna Wallace in 1973.
Wallace would go on to serve nearly
34 years in the military before
retiring and returning to her native
Waldoboro. (Photo courtesy Donna
Wallace)

By Charlotte Boynton
The first female commander 

of the American Legion post in 
Waldoboro is a native of Waldoboro 
and 1972 graduate of Medomak 
Valley High School who served in 
the military for nearly 34 years.

Retired U.S. Air Force Lt. Col. 
Donna Wallace was in the military 
from 1972-2006. She was in the U.S. 
Navy, U.S. Navy Reserve, and 

First female commander
of Waldoboro Legion

a 34-year veteran
U.S. Coast Guard Reserve before 
serving her final 20 years on active 
duty as an officer in the Air Force. 
She is now commander of Charles 
C. Lilly Post No. 149. 

Wallace is the daughter of the 
late Douglas and Marjorie Wallace. 
She, along with her sister, Leona, 
and two brothers, Douglas and 
Dana, was raised on a large farm in 
Waldoboro with about 1,000 laying 
hens. Her father also worked as a 
commercial fisherman to support 
the family.

Wallace and her father, a veteran 
of World War II, were close. When 
she was in the reserves, she hauled 
lobster traps with him while going 
to college.

“My dad was my best friend all 
through life, right up to the day 
he died at the age of 90,” Wallace 
said.

Her father enlisted in the U.S. 
Army at the age of 18. After basic 
training, he was assigned to the 
U.S. Army Air Forces 5th Division. 

On Christmas Day 1943, he was 
on a transport ship in an 80-ship 
convoy on its way to the Philippines 
when the convoy was attacked by 
Japanese kamikazes. 

Her father told her two kamikazes 
flew over his ship, each crashing 
into a ship on either side of his. 
The impact from the explosions on 

See COMMANDER page 12

By Evan Houk
The Community Energy Fund of 

Lincoln County is launching a new 
program to upgrade and replace 
failing heating systems in local 
homes, with a $50,000 gift to jump-
start the work.

The Reny Charitable Foundation, 
the altruistic arm of the 
Damariscotta-born and Newcastle-
based department store chain 
Renys, has contributed $50,000 
in seed money. The Community 
Energy Fund will rely on donations 
to finance the endeavor going 
forward.

Since October 2005, The 
Community Energy Fund of Lincoln 
County has provided $1,374,693.89 in 
heating assistance to 3,353 families 
in Lincoln County who do not 
qualify for federal or state heating 
assistance programs.

Community Energy Fund
expands mission, with

help from Renys

See ENERGY page 16

Lincoln County Sheriff’s Deputy Julie Groleau escorts Shawna L.
Gatto out of the Lincoln County Courthouse in Wiscasset after Gatto’s
sentencing Tuesday, June 25. Gatto was sentenced to 50 years in prison
for the murder of her fiance’s 4-year-old granddaughter. (Jessica Clifford
photo)

All donations from individuals 
and businesses go directly to heating 
costs. The nonprofit has no other 
expenses, as all administration 
and labor is donated by local 
businesses.

The new campaign to upgrade 
or replace failing heating systems 
began after The Community 
Energy Fund noticed a need among 
the residents it serves.

“This is a new program that we’re 
venturing into and we feel really, 
really, satisfied with the existing 
program. It’s well-funded and well-
executed,” said Robert Clifford, 
a co-founder and secretary of the 
fund. “But we found out that a lot 
of people who need the help also 
have outdated equipment, and it’s 
getting worse year by year.”

The ramp and float at Pine Street Landing in Waldoboro. (Alexander
Violo photo)

By Jessica Clifford
The Whitefield Library 

Association celebrated the purchase 
of the former Arlington Grange with 
a tribute to donors and a ribbon-
cutting during its second annual 
open house on Saturday, June 22.

The association purchased the 
grange for $25,000 on May 17, with 
the help of about 100 donors.

“Having ownership in something 
is a big deal. You feel like you have 
a future,” Sue McKeen, president 
of the association, said before the 
tribute.

Three “benefactor” donations, 
of $5,000 and up, were announced 
and the benefactors given plaques 
during the tribute.

Two of the three donors were 
present, including a representative 
of Kennebec Savings Bank and 
Whitefield residents Louis and 
Catherine Walton Sell. Ellin and 
Stephen Sheehy, also of Whitefield, 
were not present. 

In addition, an anonymous donor 
gave the association $30,000.

All other donors are listed on a 
picture frame hanging on a wall in 
the library. 

Amanda Cooley, corporate 
giving and community relations 
coordinator for Kennebec Savings 
Bank, cut the ceremonial ribbon 
attached to one of the library’s 
main doorways. 

After hearing about the Whitefield 
Library’s desire to purchase the 
former Grange building, Kennebec 
Savings Bank wanted to help. In 
total, the bank contributed $25,000 

Whitefield Library
celebrates ‘having a

future’ at ribbon-cutting
– just enough to purchase the 
building.

In about four months, the 
association has raised nearly 
$80,000 of its $155,000 goal.

The association has a three-phase 
fundraising plan for the library, 
with the first phase, purchasing the 
building, complete.

The second, $17,000 phase 
will cover “launch” costs, such 
as getting high-speed internet, 
library upgrades and supplies, 
operating costs, and minor building 
improvements, like electrical 
work.

The last phase will involve 
renovations to allow year-round 
access to the library and full use of 
the building. The renovations will 
cost $113,000 and include upgrades 
to all utilities, such as a new heating 
system; fire and safety systems; 
and roof repair. 

McKeen said the association has 
a renovation committee compiling a 
list of short- and long-term goals. 

With the money the association 
has now, McKeen said, it is focused 
on safety-oriented goals, such as 
electrical work. 

The association is collaborating 
with the Whitefield Economic 
Development Committee to 
investigate internet access for 
the library, according to Cheryle 
Joslyn, vice president of the library 
association.

One of the major goals is to 
be able to use the upstairs of the 

See LIBRARY page 12

See LANDING page 16

By Jessica Clifford
Laura K. Foley, 21, of Jefferson, 

died in a single-vehicle crash on 
Route 126 in Jefferson the night of 
Sunday, June 23. An artist, musician, 
and employee of Sheepscot General 
in Whitefield, she was described by 
a manager as “always full of joy.”  

Foley was driving a 2001 Subaru 
Forester east on Route 126, near 
Hinks Road, at the time of the 
crash. She was going around a bend 
in the road when the vehicle left 
the road and struck several trees, 
Lincoln County Sheriff’s Office Lt. 
Brendan Kane said. She was the 
sole occupant of the vehicle.

Investigators believe speed and 
driver inexperience were factors 
in the crash, according to Kane. 
An accident reconstructionist will 
determine how fast the vehicle was 
going.

Foley was wearing a seat belt.
The Lincoln County Sheriff’s 

Office, Jefferson Fire and Rescue, 
and Waldoboro Emergency 
Services, as well as an accident 
reconstructionist from the 
Sagadahoc County Sheriff’s Office, 
responded to the crash.

Route 126 was closed during the 
investigation.

Jefferson 21-year-old
dies in crash, an artist

‘always full of joy’
The Lincoln County 

Communications Center received a 
report of the crash at 7:59 p.m.

An obituary on the website of 
the Douglas & Johnson Funeral 
Home in Salem, N.H. states that 
Foley grew up and went to school in 
Salem. She graduated from Salem 
High School in 2016.

After high school, Foley attended 
the University of Maine at Orono in 
the School of Performing Arts. 

The general manager of 
Sheepscot General, Penny Moshier, 
said Foley worked at the farm store 
in Whitefield for a little over a year, 
both in the kitchen and on the cash 
register.

“Laura had a very warm, open 
personality. She was always happy,” 
Moshier said.  

In addition to Foley being “always 
full of joy,” her manager said, she 
brought her creative talents to her 
work. 

“Her attention to detail was 
amazing, and she created beautiful 
pieces of food,” Moshier said, 
adding that Foley had a special 
talent for making pies. 

See CRASH page 12

By Jessica Clifford
Shawna L. Gatto, 44, of Wiscasset, 

was sentenced to 50 years for the 
December 2017 murder of 4-year-
old Kendall Chick during a hearing 
at the Lincoln County Courthouse 
in Wiscasset on Tuesday, June 25.

Superior Court Justice William 
R. Stokes delivered the sentence. 
Stokes found Gatto guilty of 
depraved indifference murder April 
30 after a five-day bench trial April 
1-3, 5, and 8.

“I struggle with the fact that I 
think you did not intend this. You 
were not charged with intentional 
murder, you were not charged with 
a knowing murder, you did not 
intend this result,” Stokes said to 
Gatto on Tuesday. “On the other 
hand, what you did do was horror.” 

Based on state law, Stokes had 
to assign special weight to the fact 
that Chick was under 6 years of age 
and a family member. 

Assistant Attorneys General John 
Alsop and Donald Macomber, who 
prosecuted the case, argued for 65 
years to life. 

“This was the ultimate act of 
domestic violence. This was a 
beating death over a period of 
months of a defenseless, small 
child by her primary caregiver,” 

Gatto gets 50 years for
murder of 4-year-old girl

See GATTO page 12

By Alexander Violo
After major construction last 

year, Pine Street Landing, on the 
Medomak River in Waldoboro, 
was recently spruced up with the 
addition of a float, flower planters, 
and picnic tables.

Final paving is scheduled for the 
fall, according to Town Manager 
Julie Keizer.  

Waldoboro’s Pine Street Landing
gets a spring tune-up

Keizer described the landing as 
a key location for both commercial 
and recreational access to the 
river.

“It’s important for the working 
waterfront in town,” she said. 

Waldoboro Public Works Director 
John Daigle said the town crew 
worked at the landing in June, 
adding riprap and installing the 

float.
He said the crew also assisted 

with the addition of stones to the 
center and edges of the landing’s 
parking lots. 

Keizer said the replacement of 
the boat ramp and bulkhead were 
prompted by the condition of both 
prior to the project.

“The bulkhead and ramp were in 
really bad shape when this all got 
started,” she said.

The majority of work at the 
landing took place in 2018 and was 
done by Farley & Son Landscaping, 
of Rockport, a contractor that 
submitted the low bid of $264,000 
for the project.

Work at the landing included the 
construction of a new boat ramp 
and the replacement and lowering 
of the bulkhead by about 2 feet.

Keizer said the lower height of 
the bulkhead did not prove to be an 
issue during the winter, handling 
the ice on the river without a 
problem.

“I think it performed better than 
expected over the winter,” she 
said.

Keizer said the changes at the
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By Jessica Clifford

Only four markets in, the new 

Wiscasset Farmers Market on the 

recreational pier is off to a great 

start, no matter what the weather 

has in store.
After three years of thinking about 

a farmers market in Wiscasset, 

Claudia Sortwell, president of 

the market, went to the town for 

approval in late May.

“The town was ready to have its 

own farmers market,” she said, 

naming summer traffic as a major 

nuisance for customers traveling to 

markets outside Wiscasset.

Sortwell believes it is the first 

farmers market in Wiscasset.

Vendor Louis DiSalvo, of Westport 

Island’s Island Mushroom Co., said 

it felt like something was “missing” 

when there was no market in 

Wiscasset, because vendors have 

to travel long distances to sell their 

products.
The market is open from 3-6 p.m. 

every Thursday until Sept. 26.

The time coincides with the 

monthly Wiscasset Art Walk, when 

visitors stroll around downtown 

Wiscasset and enjoy art, music, 

and shops.

Claudia Sortwell, of Wiscasset, is the president of the new Wiscasset

Farmers Market, where she sells her own handmade jewelry. (Jessica

Clifford photo)

Sunny or not, new

Wiscasset Farmers

Market shines

See MARKET page 11B

Amelia Rosko, of Damariscotta, won the June #LCNme365 photo contest with her photo of lightning striking

in Wiscasset. Rosko will receive a $50 gift certificate to Wawenock Golf Club, the sponsor of the June contest.

By Evan Houk

Skidompha Library has a new 

executive director in Matthew 

Graff, who made the move from 

New York to Newcastle in May to 

lead the award-winning team at 

Skidompha.
Graff officially started in his new 

role Monday, July 1, but he has 

been working at the library with 

his predecessor – former executive 

director, now Executive Director 

Emeritus Pam Gormley – since the 

beginning of June, getting the lay 

of the land.
Graff said he has no plans to 

change anything, saying it would 

be “presumptuous” to come in and 

immediately start changing things 

at a highly acclaimed library like 

Skidompha.

Matthew Graff, the incoming

executive director at Skidompha

Library in Damariscotta, stands

among the bookshelves June 24.

Graff officially took the reins

Monday, July 1. (Evan Houk photo)

By Alexander Violo

A food wagon is now open at 

Delano Seafood in Waldoboro, 

serving crab and lobster rolls in 

addition to fried seafood, burgers 

and hot dogs, and ice cream to 

locals and tourists traversing Route 

1.
The seafood market at 2090 

Atlantic Highway opened its food 

wagon June 19. The wagon is open 

Wednesday-Sunday from 11 a.m. to 

7 p.m. 
Co-owner Kendall Delano Jr. 

From left: Kendall Delano Sr., Dakota Brackett, and Kendall Delano Jr.

at the Delano Seafood Shack in Waldoboro. (Alexander Violo photo)

Delano Seafood Shack

opens in Waldoboro

New executive director looks to continue

spirit of community at Skidompha

said business was good in the first 

week.
“We’ve had no slow days yet. It’s 

been a good start,” he said.  

The food wagon features Hood 

soft-serve ice cream with chocolate, 

vanilla, and twist flavors available. 

Delano said the market has 

wanted to open a food wagon for 

a few years, a goal made possible 

when he purchased an 8-by-28-

foot trailer formerly used at Old 

The bar at the new Water Street Kitchen and Bar. (Jessica Clifford

photo)

McSeagull’s employee Amber Raye (left) takes a picture of her co-worker, former Maine Gov. Paul LePage,

with Lisa Brown. LePage said he has taken hundreds of pictures with patrons over the few weeks he has worked

at the Boothbay Harbor restaurant. (Evan Houk photo)

White Owl co-owner Kim Diomede Cognata (foreground) sprinkles

pepper on the main course of veal Parmesan on Saturday, June 29 as

another of the four co-owners, Grace Harrison, looks on. (Evan Houk

photo)

“What my role is, for now, for 

the beginning of my tenure here, 

is to listen and observe, and to see 

how the library interacts with the 

community and the community 

interacts with the library, and get 

an understanding of that,” Graff 

said. 
He stressed the importance of this 

learning curve, since all libraries 

are different and are usually a 

reflection of the community they 

serve.
Graff praised the Skidompha 

staff and the community at large 

as welcoming and helpful.

“I’m very happy to be here. I’m 

very grateful for the community to 

be so welcoming and hospitable and 

Drive carefully

this holiday

weekend.

Maine Life owner Brittany Lilly-Heaberlin, of Edgecomb, stands next

to some of her merchandise in her new shop on the Creamery Pier in

Wiscasset. (Jessica Clifford photo)

By Evan Houk

Paul LePage, the former two-term 

Republican governor of Maine, 

may be working as a bartender 

at McSeagull’s Restaurant in 

Boothbay Harbor, but he says he 

is “not out of the game yet” and is 

LePage says he’s

‘not out of the game yet’

still considering a run for governor 

in 2022.
LePage previously made reference 

to a 2022 campaign in an interview 

with WVOM Radio last November, 

when he said that if Gov. Janet 

Mills did not implement Medicaid 

expansion in a sustainable way, he 

would be back to run for governor 

again.
LePage, in an interview at 

McSeagull’s before his shift on 

See WATER STREET page 3

By Jessica Clifford

The Water Street Kitchen and 

Bar, a new restaurant with a focus 

on Mediterranean flavors, opened 

in the former location of Le Garage 

in Wiscasset on Thursday, June 27.

After renovations, the aesthetic of 

the restaurant’s interior is modern, 

yet honors the space’s former uses.

Chef Ed Colburn, of Southport, 

purchased the property Feb. 15 

from Cheryl “Shep” Rust, who

operated Le Garage for 40 years.

Colburn previously worked in 

Water Street Kitchen and

Bar aims to become a

‘destination’ restaurant
the kitchen at The Daily Catch, 

a Sicilian seafood restaurant in 

Seaport, Mass., and then as a chef 

at the Brookline location of The 

Daily Catch.
The first-time restaurant owner 

will use the spacious three-floor 

building to serve a mixture of 

Mediterranean-centered foods.

“The main menu is basically 

Mediterranean flavors, focused on 

See PiER page 3

See DELANO SEAFOOD page 4

By Alexander Violo

A citizen’s petition and vote to ban 

consumer fireworks in Waldoboro 

has had the opposite effect for 

now: nullifying the town’s previous 

regulations and reverting the town 

to the more permissive state law.

Waldoboro Board of Selectmen

Chair Robert Butler, Town 

Manager Julie Keizer, and Police 

Chief John Lash confirmed that, 

after consultation with the Maine 

Municipal Association, the town is 

now operating under state law.

“State law is less restrictive than 

the ordinance we had in place prior 

to it being revoked during the recent 

vote as a result of the petition Mr. 

(Ray) Perkins circulated and got 

onto the ballot,” Butler said in 

an email. “I know it was not Mr. 

Perkins’ intention to loosen up 

regulations concerning fireworks 

in Waldoboro, but because his 

petition revoked the old ordinance 

and did not replace it with a new 

one, we now face a different set of 

circumstances.”

According to Keizer, the next step 

will be for the board of selectmen 

to craft an ordinance reflecting the 

vote at town meeting.

The vote was 279-249 in favor 

of Perkins’ petition language, to 

nullify the existing ordinance and 

Waldoboro free to use

fireworks, for now
replace it with an almost total ban 

on fireworks possession and use. 

Perkins started the petition in 

September 2018. The resulting 

question was Article 32 of the annual

town meeting by referendum June 

11.
The warrant article read as 

follows: “Shall the town vote to 

declare the Waldoboro Consumer 

Fireworks Ordinance to be null 

and void, and replace it with one 

that prohibits sale, ownership, and 

discharge of consumer fireworks 

in Waldoboro. Aerial fireworks 

displays for public viewing, set off 

by nonprofit organizations, will be 

allowed between 8:30 p.m. and 10:00 

p.m. on Waldoboro Day, Memorial 

Day, Independence Day, and New 

Year’s Eve by written permit. This 

article was submitted by petition.”

Butler said he hopes the board 

will have a new ordinance ready for 

a vote in November.

Going into the Fourth of July 

holiday, Lash said the Waldoboro 

Police Department would deal 

with fireworks-related matters in 

a manner consistent with state 

statute.
Lash said state law allows the 

discharge of fireworks without a 

See FiREWORKS page 12

See LEPAGE page 12

See SKiDOMPHA page 12

By Evan Houk

The new White Owl restaurant 

at Wawenock Golf Club in Walpole 

is on a mission to bring a “rustic 

Italian revival to the Midcoast.”

Grace Harrison, one of four 

equal partners in the White Owl, 

describes the food as a combination 

of “Italian flair with a touch of 

Maine roots.”

The restaurant is now open to the 

public for dinner starting at 5:30 

p.m. Wednesday-Saturday. 

Grace Harrison recommends that 

customers make a reservation well 

in advance. The restaurant, in only 

its second week of serving dinner, 

is filling up fast. Thursday, June 27 

was booked solid.

The restaurant has also been 

serving its “lunch to cart” menu to 

golfers and the general public for 

a month. The full-service bar has 

been in operation during that time, 

New restaurant at Wawenock brings

‘rustic italian revival’ to the Midcoast

See WHiTE OWL page 16

Wiscasset pier welcomes

two new shops
By Jessica Clifford

Every summer, the Creamery 

Pier on Route 1 in Wiscasset 

offers strolling locals and visitors 

an outdoor mall of sorts with a 

breeze and an up-close view of 

the Sheepscot River. This summer 

the pier introduces two new 

apparel shops – Maine Life and 

Lobstaholic.
Next to Forgotten Recipes, a jam 

shop in its eighth year on the pier, 

is Maine Life.

Brittany Lilly-Heaberlin, of 

Edgecomb, opened her apparel and 

accessories shop, which offers only 

Maine-made products, about two 

weeks ago.
Maine Life filled the spot on the 

pier where Maine Kayaks, a kayak 

rental shop, was for two seasons, 

according to Wiscasset Waterfront 

Committee Chair Susan Robson.

“They moved their building, we 

bought the building, and we have 

the permit for the space,” Lilly-

Heaberlin said.

After living in Dresden most
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“Those not present are always wrong.” – Philippe Néricault Destouches
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By Maia ZewertFamily, friends, and communitymembers filled the MedomakValley High School gym to watch 133 high school seniors graduate Wednesday, June 12.Maddy White, president of thesenior class, welcomed attendeesand offered insight into whatmade the class unique. Deemed“the try-hards,” the seniors won seven consecutive spirit weeks andwinter carnivals during their time at Medomak Valley.However, it was not winningcompetitions that made thegraduating class “try-hards,” White said. It was the students’involvement in activities, includingathletics, theater, and the arts, thatmade the nickname fit.

Medomak Valley High School senior Elias Miller motions for the school’s

faculty and staff to take their seats at graduation, Wednesday, June 12.

(Maia Zewert photo)

MVHS graduates133 ‘strong, capable,compassionate’ students
“Throughout these activities, we have learned to be motivated, generous, accepting, and kind,”White said. “We are try-hards, not because we can win a few competitions, but because we put ourselves out there and always strive to do the best, not only for ourselves, but for others as well.”Following remarks fromsalutatorian Claire Bourett andvaledictorian Mackenzie Bickmore, Elias Miller and Amos Hinkley introduced the evening’s speaker,math teacher William Hinkley. Representing the fictionalMedomak Valley Investment Corp.,Hinkley offered the friends and

See MVHS GRADS page 14B

By Candy CongdonOn Tuesday, June 11, the talentshow at Bristol Consolidated Schoolhad a surprise ending. PrincipalJennifer Ribeiro presided over a well-planned celebration of one of the school personnel who will be retiring at the close of this schoolyear, Bob Onorato. Onorato has served the school as head custodian for 33 years.
With members of the community present for the talent show, it was a perfect time to give Onorato a special send-off.  Members of the school staff took to the stage and serenaded Onorato with afun song honoring his role at the school. Bristol School CommitteeChair Dave Kolodin, along withschool committee member DarinCarlucci, presented Onorato with a gift. Kolodin gave Onorato a second gift, a bouquet of roses for Onorato’s wife.  Onorato took themto her in the audience.Ribeiro gave an eloquent accounting of Onorato’s “sense ofduty … from the time he chose to sleep with the boiler to ensure thatthe boiler would stay warm in the

Bob Onorato retires from Bristol Consolidated School after 33 years

there. Coaching baseball was one of the highlights of his many years at

the school. It was a special thrill when the team, which is now coached

by Bob’s son, Isaiah, won the championship last year. (Candy Congdon

photo)

By Evan HoukNewcastle voters approved a $2 million line of credit for a full rebuild of Academy Hill Road during annual town meeting in the Lincoln Academy Alumni DiningCommons on Monday, June 17.Roughly 70 voters approved all 25 articles with some discussion,including several articles that make up the 2019-2020 municipal budget.The budget totals $2,047,289.60, up $578,317.31 or 39.4% over the 2018-2019 fiscal year.At last year’s town meeting,voters approved a $1 million line ofcredit for repairs to Academy Hill 

By Candy CongdonBristol Consolidated School islosing one of its key personnel thisyear as Sue Shiminski retires fromher role as administrative assistantfor the school at the end of thecurrent school year. Shiminski hascompleted 22 years of service to theschool, serving under five different principals.
“She keeps things running so thatthe teachers have what they needand the parents can communicate with us,” said Principal Jennifer

Sue Shiminski has been at the helm of the office of Bristol Consolidated

School as the administrative assistant for 22 years. (Candy Congdon

photo)

Sue Shiminski retiresfrom BristolConsolidated School
Ribeiro. “Sue is the public voicefor the school, in some ways morethan I am because of the number of people she talks to every day.”Ribeiro appreciates thatShiminski directs callers, oftenvendors or community members,to just the right people at the school. Ribeiro noted that whenthe school has community events, Shiminski works to make sure theyhave programs for the event. “I 

Bristol Consolidated School honorsBob Onorato for 33 years of servicedead of winter … He’s a keeper andwill be sorely missed.“The other trait that really embodies Bob Onorato is his strong sense of community,” Ribeiro said. “He treats the school like a secondhome, and the people in it arelike family to him … His love ofchildren was visible, at the holidays 

especially.  Many of you have seenhim don his elf costume to share candy canes with the children … Bob, we can’t thank you enoughfor all you’ve done for the BristolSchool.”
The audience was treated to a 

Newcastle voters approve$2M line of credit forAcademy Hill
Road and North Newcastle Road.However, as Selectman Ben Frey explained at this year’s town meeting, the selectmen did not borrow the $1 million whenengineering work indicated a costof around $2 million to completelyrepair just Academy Hill Road.Frey said Road CommissionerSeth Hagar has met with residents of Academy Hill Road and giventhem an opportunity to voice alltheir questions and concerns aboutthe project.

Frey was asked what the $2

Ron Phillips, of Waldoboro, donates bookcases for the Waldoboro Public

Library’s new secondhand bookshop. (Photo courtesy Cathrina Skov)

Secondhand bookshopto open in downtownWaldoboro

By Evan HoukDamariscotta voters approved all 44 articles on the warrant for annual town meeting by a wide margin, including a 4.2% increase in municipal spending and a new subdivision ordinance.  There was minimal publicdiscussion during the 1 ½-hourtown meeting in the Great Salt Bay Community School cafeteria onWednesday, June 12.The 37 voters present approveda series of articles comprisingthe total municipal budget of$3,087,341.45, an increase of$124,469.53 or 4.2%.Despite this rise in the budget,property taxes are only expectedto increase by $22,069.45 or 1.1%, to $1,996,006.45.
Town Manager Matt Lutkus started off the meeting with town announcements, including theappointment of Tax Collector Rebecca “Becky” Bartolotta as town clerk, replacing MichelleCameron. Bartolotta has beenserving as interim town clerk for the past month.Lutkus also announced the hiringof a new tax collector, HeatherDube, to replace Bartolotta. Dubecurrently works as deputy tax collector for the city of Bath. Shewill start work at the Damariscotta town office July 1.Nick Bryant was introduced as the new service chief of the Central Lincoln County Ambulance Serviceas well.

Robin Mayer, chair of the board of selectmen, announced the

Damariscotta Board of Selectmen Chair Robin Mayer presents

Robert “Haas” Tobey with Damariscotta’s Spirit of America Award for

volunteerism at annual town meeting June 12. (Evan Houk photo)

Damariscotta approvesbudget, recognizesvolunteerism

See DAMARISCOTTA page 12

By Jessica CliffordThe Waldoboro Public Library will open a new secondhandbookshop at 25 Friendship St. in early July.
The shop will share space with Midcoast Conservancy. Volunteers will run the shop and all proceeds will benefit the library. The hope is for the bookshop to open July 1.“I feel like it’s a very serendipitous thing that we just happened to come upon this space that needed occupancy at the same time we needed to be somewhere,” CathrinaSkov, director of the Waldoboro Public Library, said.

The library previously ownedThe Book Barn, a secondhandbookshop with the same purpose as the new one, from the summer of 1996 to May 2014.The shop was in a barn at 995 Main St., a space it shared with the property owner. The propertychanged hands about six years ago and the new owners needed the space.
Ever since, the library has been looking for a new location for asecondhand bookshop. “We were looking at different 

See BOOKS page 12

See ONORATO page 12

See SHIMINSKI page 12

See NEWCASTLE page 9

The historic Waldo Theatre on Waldoboro Day, Saturday, June 15. The

nonprofit Waldo Theatre Inc. plans to reopen the theater in fall 2020.

(Evan Houk photo)

The original fish water fountainin the Waldo Theatre entryway.(Evan Houk photo)

By Evan HoukThe first phase of a three-phaseplan to restore and revitalize the historic Waldo Theatre is nearlycomplete and volunteers hope to reopen the theater by next fall and see it become a thriving cultural center in the village.The Waldo Theatre Inc. Board ofDirectors explains some of its goals for the reopening on the venue’swebsite.
They plan to have the technological capacity to stream live educationaland entertainment content, create a signature youth program, andhost live performances that will include national as well as stateand regional acts.

Waldo Theatre hopes toreopen by fall 2020
Board President Janet McMahon said the live entertainment will include a mixture of concerts, film, and theatrical performances.The theater has a new roof with a 35-year warranty that no longer leaks and much of the building’s interior has been gutted, major components of phase one, called “Raise the Roof!”The plan is to restore and modernize the building, especiallyin regard to energy efficiency, while maintaining the classic art deco interior and Greek Revival facade designed by renowned architect Benjamin Schlanger in 1935.A guided tour of the theater onJune 10 with McMahon revealed 

a building interior that has beenstripped bare and is ready for new construction.
“You’re seeing it at pretty much rock-bottom, I’d say. When we started, everything had to comeout because it was damaged, but it didn’t look that bad. And then wetook it out and it was like ‘Whoa!’”McMahon said, referring to the extensive water damage inside the building.

McMahon said there were no gutters on the building and the roof had been leaking for an unknown length of time.
“(The roof) was our first prioritySee WALDO THEATRE page 11

By Alexander VioloNearly 50 Somerville residentsmade their way to SomervilleSchool the morning of Saturday, June 15 to vote through 27 articleson the warrant for their annualtown meeting. Voters approved an amendmentto one article, rejected twoamendments, and revisited onearticle, but left it unchanged, asthey approved a municipal budget of $565,275, up $40,393 or 7.7% fromlast year.
At the opening of town meeting,First Selectman Chris Johnsonpresented the budget and spoke on how much the town could add to the budget without triggering the needfor a vote to exceed the propertytax levy limit.

According to Johnson, going into town meeting, the municipality had $28,000 leeway before it exceededthe levy limit in state law.Johnson said the roadcommissioner had requested about$129,000 for road construction, which would have covered work on all of Sand Hill Road and 43% of Crummett Mountain Road.

Somerville voters pass all articles,with some close votesThe budget committee reducedthe figure by $35,000 to a figure thatwill cover half the work on Sand Hill Road and none on CrummettMountain Road, according to Johnson.
Johnson said the town is already looking at a $2 increase in the taxrate per $1,000 of valuation, when both the education and municipalbudgets are factored in.Johnson told the town meeting that if voters decided to raise morein taxes at town meeting to get more roadwork done, CrummettMountain Road would be thehighest priority.Johnson provided voters with a breakdown of the cost of fixing a percentage of Crummett MountainRoad. He said it would not befeasible to repair the entire roaddue to cost constraints.Johnson said capital work on 10% of the road would cost $13,785, 20% of the road would cost $27,570, 25% of the road would cost $34,463, 30% of the road would cost $41,355, and 40% of the road would cost $55,140.  Though there were no fundsfor capital work on Crummett

Mountain Road in the budget, RoadCommissioner Josh Platt said there were funds for road maintenance.However, Platt said that due to low levels of surface gravelon Crummett Mountain Road, maintenance would only go so far to alleviate the current issues.“It won’t improve the surface of the road. You can’t maintain whatis not there,” Platt said. Platt said the town would grade the road three times a year insteadof the usual two. Article 8, regarding road construction, maintenance, andrepair, initially passed with minimaldiscussion, but voters revisited the article near the conclusion of town meeting.
Residents voted by a margin of 23-18 to revisit the article after a motion by Susan Kenny to add $35,000 to the article for work on Crummett Mountain Road. Kenny urged voters to take the condition of Crummett Mountain Road into consideration, sayingsomething needed to be done.
See SOMERVILLE page 11 Where To

Find It
Bristol News ........................  13Churches ............................ 12B

Classifieds ......................... 7-9B
Court News ................... 5B, 11B
Crossword.............................9B
Editorial .................................6Obituaries..............................10Pet Page ............................. 13B

Public Notices.......................5B
Real Estate........................ 1-3B
Restaurants 
    & Entertainment...2A,4-7A,5B
School News.... 8A,1B,10B,14-15B
Sports............................... 14-16Sudoku................................ 10B

T.V. Page ............................ 11B
Twin Village News .................  2Waldoboro News.............. 4, 16B

Wiscasset News......................  3Yard Sales .............................11

The Lincoln County News 
serves as the primary source 
of local news.  With Lincoln 
County’s largest paid weekly 
circulation, advertising with 
us is the best way to get your 
message out to all of Lincoln 

County and beyond.

* Color:  3 Column inch minimum



 LCNme.com - on July 13, 2016 - uptime at 99.99%
 Page views as of 7/2/2019: 11,520,000
 Average of 322,000 page views per month
 Broke 10,000,000 page views in under 31 months!

Online Ad Rates
Top Banner Exclusive 5 Share $249 / month
Top Standard Exclusive 4 Share $149 / month
Anchor Exclusive 4 Share $149 / month
Anchor Banner Exclusive 4 Share $125 / month
Center Banner Run of Site $69 / month
Standard Run of Site $49 / month

Exclusive Share locations are limited to a 4 or 5 ad rotation and are available on a 
first come, first served basis. These ads give you access to the most desired 
locations on the page, the first and last impressions from the readers. The 
average reader navigates to 3-5 pages per visit, giving you access in front of 
nearly every viewer to the site.
Dedicated page rates are also available on Sports and Obituaries Pages, please call or 
e-mail to inquire about these exclusive rates.

Web Advertising

Special Publications

Combination Rates

Lincoln County Magazine 

Lincoln County Road Atlas

Lobster Guide

Lighthouse Guide

On The Trail

Extend your reach with combination advertising in The Lincoln County News, 
The Boothbay Register and The Wiscasset Newspaper. Add in the Times Record and 

cover the entire Midcoast region. Benefit from discounted for each publication.
Call for current rates • Deadline: Monday at 5 p.m.

FREE

VOLUME 15, ISSUE 1

Outdoors

LINCOLN

COUNTY
magazine

LINCOLN

COUNTY
magazine

Wind
in my
sails

Come chill at Cide
r Hill

Two-wheelin’ it•
•

page � 

The Lincoln County Road Atlas 20�9

Lincoln County    Road Atlas
Get where you’re going...* Over 30 color maps* Shows all of Lincoln County

* Contour lines to show elevation
* An alphabetized road index

$895

Published by Lincoln County Publishing Co.

With Support from Lincoln County Emergency Management Agency

Our Products

Our Company

Our Community

The Lincoln County News, the only weekly newspaper locally owned, 
printed, and published in Lincoln County. We offer our advertisers 
the largest paid circulation of any local paper. Display and Classified 
advertising rates provide the best value of any local option, reaching 
the most households and consumers in the area.
Our re-launched website, LCNme.com, offers affordable web advertising 
and access to more than 315,000 monthly page views. The site features 
responsive design, which optimizes the reader’s view for their screen 
from smart phone to smart TV. In addition to web advertising, the site 
offers a business directory with options from a free listing to having a 
dedicated web-page.
Special products, including Lincoln County Magazine, On the Trail, the 
Lincoln County Road Atlas, and Lobster & Lighthouse guide books, 
offer unique advertising opportunities.

The Lincoln County News remains focused on 
our advertisers by providing the most in-depth 
local coverage of town politics, events, sports, 
emergencies and the courts. The entire paper 
production process is handled locally, from 
covering and writing the news, to layout and ad 
design to printing and publishing the LCN. By 
printing the paper and controlling all aspects of 
the production, we can offer competitive rates and 
the fastest time for news to reach the readers.
The Lincoln County News is a family-owned small 
business that has provided news coverage of 
Lincoln County for 144 years. The Lincoln County 

Lincoln County is in the heart of Midcoast Maine, 
a highly desireable place to live and vacation. 
Located equidistant from Augusta, Rockland and 
Brunswick, Lincoln County is an ideal market 
for advertisement. Census data shows that per-
capita income is 5% higher than the state average 
and people living in poverty is 17% lower. Home 

News has been and continues to be focused on our 
community, promoting the region and businesses 
and providing local news coverage as only a 
weekly newspaper can. The current newspaper is 
a consolidation of many different papers from over 
the years, beginning with the Village Herald, Lincoln 
Record and Pemaquid Messenger. In the later 
1800s and early 1900s there were many changes 
with the local newspapers of Lincoln County and 
in 1919, the Damariscotta Herald and Sheepscot 
Echo merged into The Lincoln County News. The 
Waldoboro Press was merged into The Lincoln 
County News in 1968. 

ownership for Lincoln County is 81.3%, which is 
14% higher than the state average and higher 
than any of the surrounding counties. This shows 
consumers of Lincoln County have higher average 
incomes and are more likely to be homeowners, 
making them ideal potential consumers for your 
business.

THREE SECTIONS
40 PAGES

The Only Weekly Newspaper Locally Owned, Printed, and Published in Lincoln County
Serving Lincoln County for 144 Years

Website: www.lcnme.com E-mail: (news) info@lcnme.com / (adv.) ads@lcnme.com
©2019 by The Lincoln County Publishing Co., Damariscotta, Maine   Lincoln County News (USPS 313-500), Damariscotta, Maine 04543. Periodicals Postage Paid

SINGLE COPY 75¢

Bremen and Dresden town meetings, page 9  Waldoboro Day, page 16B

June 20, 2019

“Those not present are always wrong.” – Philippe Néricault Destouches

VOLUME 144  NUMBER 25

By Maia Zewert
Family, friends, and community 

members filled the Medomak 
Valley High School gym to watch 
133 high school seniors graduate 
Wednesday, June 12.

Maddy White, president of the 
senior class, welcomed attendees 
and offered insight into what 
made the class unique. Deemed 
“the try-hards,” the seniors won 
seven consecutive spirit weeks and 
winter carnivals during their time 
at Medomak Valley.

However, it was not winning 
competitions that made the 
graduating class “try-hards,” 
White said. It was the students’ 
involvement in activities, including 
athletics, theater, and the arts, that 
made the nickname fit.

Medomak Valley High School senior Elias Miller motions for the school’s
faculty and staff to take their seats at graduation, Wednesday, June 12.
(Maia Zewert photo)

MVHS graduates
133 ‘strong, capable,

compassionate’ students
“Throughout these activities, 

we have learned to be motivated, 
generous, accepting, and kind,” 
White said. “We are try-hards, 
not because we can win a few 
competitions, but because we put 
ourselves out there and always 
strive to do the best, not only for 
ourselves, but for others as well.”

Following remarks from 
salutatorian Claire Bourett and 
valedictorian Mackenzie Bickmore, 
Elias Miller and Amos Hinkley 
introduced the evening’s speaker, 
math teacher William Hinkley. 

Representing the fictional 
Medomak Valley Investment Corp., 
Hinkley offered the friends and

See MVHS GRADS page 14B

By Candy Congdon
On Tuesday, June 11, the talent 

show at Bristol Consolidated School 
had a surprise ending. Principal 
Jennifer Ribeiro presided over a 
well-planned celebration of one of 
the school personnel who will be 
retiring at the close of this school 
year, Bob Onorato. Onorato has 
served the school as head custodian 
for 33 years.

With members of the community 
present for the talent show, it was 
a perfect time to give Onorato 
a special send-off.  Members of 
the school staff took to the stage 
and serenaded Onorato with a 
fun song honoring his role at the 
school. Bristol School Committee 
Chair Dave Kolodin, along with 
school committee member Darin 
Carlucci, presented Onorato with 
a gift. Kolodin gave Onorato a 
second gift, a bouquet of roses for 
Onorato’s wife.  Onorato took them 
to her in the audience.

Ribeiro gave an eloquent 
accounting of Onorato’s “sense of 
duty … from the time he chose to 
sleep with the boiler to ensure that 
the boiler would stay warm in the 

Bob Onorato retires from Bristol Consolidated School after 33 years
there. Coaching baseball was one of the highlights of his many years at
the school. It was a special thrill when the team, which is now coached
by Bob’s son, Isaiah, won the championship last year. (Candy Congdon
photo)

By Evan Houk
Newcastle voters approved a 

$2 million line of credit for a full 
rebuild of Academy Hill Road 
during annual town meeting in the 
Lincoln Academy Alumni Dining 
Commons on Monday, June 17.

Roughly 70 voters approved all 
25 articles with some discussion, 
including several articles that make 
up the 2019-2020 municipal budget. 
The budget totals $2,047,289.60, up 
$578,317.31 or 39.4% over the 2018-
2019 fiscal year.

At last year’s town meeting, 
voters approved a $1 million line of 
credit for repairs to Academy Hill 

By Candy Congdon
Bristol Consolidated School is 

losing one of its key personnel this 
year as Sue Shiminski retires from 
her role as administrative assistant 
for the school at the end of the 
current school year. Shiminski has 
completed 22 years of service to the 
school, serving under five different 
principals.

“She keeps things running so that 
the teachers have what they need 
and the parents can communicate 
with us,” said Principal Jennifer 

Sue Shiminski has been at the helm of the office of Bristol Consolidated
School as the administrative assistant for 22 years. (Candy Congdon
photo)

Sue Shiminski retires
from Bristol

Consolidated School
Ribeiro. “Sue is the public voice 
for the school, in some ways more 
than I am because of the number of 
people she talks to every day.”

Ribeiro appreciates that 
Shiminski directs callers, often 
vendors or community members, 
to just the right people at the 
school. Ribeiro noted that when 
the school has community events, 
Shiminski works to make sure they 
have programs for the event. “I 

Bristol Consolidated School honors
Bob Onorato for 33 years of service

dead of winter … He’s a keeper and 
will be sorely missed.

“The other trait that really 
embodies Bob Onorato is his strong 
sense of community,” Ribeiro said. 
“He treats the school like a second 
home, and the people in it are 
like family to him … His love of 
children was visible, at the holidays 

especially.  Many of you have seen 
him don his elf costume to share 
candy canes with the children … 
Bob, we can’t thank you enough 
for all you’ve done for the Bristol 
School.”

The audience was treated to a 

Newcastle voters approve
$2M line of credit for

Academy Hill
Road and North Newcastle Road.

However, as Selectman Ben 
Frey explained at this year’s 
town meeting, the selectmen did 
not borrow the $1 million when 
engineering work indicated a cost 
of around $2 million to completely 
repair just Academy Hill Road.

Frey said Road Commissioner 
Seth Hagar has met with residents 
of Academy Hill Road and given 
them an opportunity to voice all 
their questions and concerns about 
the project.

Frey was asked what the $2

Ron Phillips, of Waldoboro, donates bookcases for the Waldoboro Public
Library’s new secondhand bookshop. (Photo courtesy Cathrina Skov)

Secondhand bookshop
to open in downtown

Waldoboro

By Evan Houk
Damariscotta voters approved 

all 44 articles on the warrant for 
annual town meeting by a wide 
margin, including a 4.2% increase 
in municipal spending and a new 
subdivision ordinance.  

There was minimal public 
discussion during the 1 ½-hour 
town meeting in the Great Salt Bay 
Community School cafeteria on 
Wednesday, June 12.

The 37 voters present approved 
a series of articles comprising 
the total municipal budget of 
$3,087,341.45, an increase of 
$124,469.53 or 4.2%.

Despite this rise in the budget, 
property taxes are only expected 
to increase by $22,069.45 or 1.1%, to 
$1,996,006.45.

Town Manager Matt Lutkus 
started off the meeting with town 
announcements, including the 
appointment of Tax Collector 
Rebecca “Becky” Bartolotta as 
town clerk, replacing Michelle 
Cameron. Bartolotta has been 
serving as interim town clerk for 
the past month.

Lutkus also announced the hiring 
of a new tax collector, Heather 
Dube, to replace Bartolotta. Dube 
currently works as deputy tax 
collector for the city of Bath. She 
will start work at the Damariscotta 
town office July 1.

Nick Bryant was introduced as 
the new service chief of the Central 
Lincoln County Ambulance Service 
as well.

Robin Mayer, chair of the board 
of selectmen, announced the 

Damariscotta Board of Selectmen Chair Robin Mayer presents
Robert “Haas” Tobey with Damariscotta’s Spirit of America Award for
volunteerism at annual town meeting June 12. (Evan Houk photo)

Damariscotta approves
budget, recognizes

volunteerism

See DAMARISCOTTA page 12

By Jessica Clifford
The Waldoboro Public Library 

will open a new secondhand 
bookshop at 25 Friendship St. in 
early July.

The shop will share space with 
Midcoast Conservancy. Volunteers 
will run the shop and all proceeds 
will benefit the library. The hope is 
for the bookshop to open July 1.

“I feel like it’s a very serendipitous 
thing that we just happened to 
come upon this space that needed 
occupancy at the same time we 
needed to be somewhere,” Cathrina 
Skov, director of the Waldoboro 
Public Library, said.

The library previously owned 
The Book Barn, a secondhand 
bookshop with the same purpose as 
the new one, from the summer of 
1996 to May 2014.

The shop was in a barn at 995 
Main St., a space it shared with 
the property owner. The property 
changed hands about six years ago 
and the new owners needed the 
space.

Ever since, the library has been 
looking for a new location for a 
secondhand bookshop. 

“We were looking at different 

See BOOKS page 12

See ONORATO page 12
See SHIMINSKI page 12

See NEWCASTLE page 9

The historic Waldo Theatre on Waldoboro Day, Saturday, June 15. The
nonprofit Waldo Theatre Inc. plans to reopen the theater in fall 2020.
(Evan Houk photo)

The original fish water fountain
in the Waldo Theatre entryway.
(Evan Houk photo)

By Evan Houk
The first phase of a three-phase 

plan to restore and revitalize the 
historic Waldo Theatre is nearly 
complete and volunteers hope to 
reopen the theater by next fall and 
see it become a thriving cultural 
center in the village.

The Waldo Theatre Inc. Board of 
Directors explains some of its goals 
for the reopening on the venue’s 
website.

They plan to have the technological 
capacity to stream live educational 
and entertainment content, create 
a signature youth program, and 
host live performances that will 
include national as well as state 
and regional acts.

Waldo Theatre hopes to
reopen by fall 2020

Board President Janet McMahon 
said the live entertainment will 
include a mixture of concerts, film, 
and theatrical performances.

The theater has a new roof with 
a 35-year warranty that no longer 
leaks and much of the building’s 
interior has been gutted, major 
components of phase one, called 
“Raise the Roof!”

The plan is to restore and 
modernize the building, especially 
in regard to energy efficiency, while 
maintaining the classic art deco 
interior and Greek Revival facade 
designed by renowned architect 
Benjamin Schlanger in 1935.

A guided tour of the theater on 
June 10 with McMahon revealed 

a building interior that has been 
stripped bare and is ready for new 
construction.

“You’re seeing it at pretty much 
rock-bottom, I’d say. When we 
started, everything had to come 
out because it was damaged, but it 
didn’t look that bad. And then we 
took it out and it was like ‘Whoa!’” 
McMahon said, referring to the 
extensive water damage inside the 
building.

McMahon said there were no 
gutters on the building and the roof 
had been leaking for an unknown 
length of time.

“(The roof) was our first priority

See WALDO THEATRE page 11

By Alexander Violo
Nearly 50 Somerville residents 

made their way to Somerville 
School the morning of Saturday, 
June 15 to vote through 27 articles 
on the warrant for their annual 
town meeting. 

Voters approved an amendment 
to one article, rejected two 
amendments, and revisited one 
article, but left it unchanged, as 
they approved a municipal budget 
of $565,275, up $40,393 or 7.7% from 
last year.

At the opening of town meeting, 
First Selectman Chris Johnson 
presented the budget and spoke on 
how much the town could add to the 
budget without triggering the need 
for a vote to exceed the property 
tax levy limit.

According to Johnson, going into 
town meeting, the municipality had 
$28,000 leeway before it exceeded 
the levy limit in state law.

Johnson said the road 
commissioner had requested about 
$129,000 for road construction, 
which would have covered work on 
all of Sand Hill Road and 43% of 
Crummett Mountain Road.

Somerville voters pass all articles,
with some close votes

The budget committee reduced 
the figure by $35,000 to a figure that 
will cover half the work on Sand 
Hill Road and none on Crummett 
Mountain Road, according to 
Johnson.

Johnson said the town is already 
looking at a $2 increase in the tax 
rate per $1,000 of valuation, when 
both the education and municipal 
budgets are factored in.

Johnson told the town meeting 
that if voters decided to raise more 
in taxes at town meeting to get 
more roadwork done, Crummett 
Mountain Road would be the 
highest priority.

Johnson provided voters with a 
breakdown of the cost of fixing a 
percentage of Crummett Mountain 
Road. He said it would not be 
feasible to repair the entire road 
due to cost constraints.

Johnson said capital work on 10% 
of the road would cost $13,785, 20% 
of the road would cost $27,570, 25% 
of the road would cost $34,463, 30% 
of the road would cost $41,355, and 
40% of the road would cost $55,140.  

Though there were no funds 
for capital work on Crummett 

Mountain Road in the budget, Road 
Commissioner Josh Platt said there 
were funds for road maintenance.

However, Platt said that due 
to low levels of surface gravel 
on Crummett Mountain Road, 
maintenance would only go so far 
to alleviate the current issues.

“It won’t improve the surface of 
the road. You can’t maintain what 
is not there,” Platt said. 

Platt said the town would grade 
the road three times a year instead 
of the usual two. 

Article 8, regarding road 
construction, maintenance, and 
repair, initially passed with minimal 
discussion, but voters revisited the 
article near the conclusion of town 
meeting.

Residents voted by a margin 
of 23-18 to revisit the article after 
a motion by Susan Kenny to add 
$35,000 to the article for work on 
Crummett Mountain Road. 

Kenny urged voters to take the 
condition of Crummett Mountain 
Road into consideration, saying 
something needed to be done.

See SOMERVILLE page 11
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